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Minutes 
 

 Of the Meeting held on Tuesday 20th September 2011 at 7.30 pm – at St. Ives Town 
Hall. 

 
Present:  

Jean Chandler  (JC) : HDC 
  Owen McLaughlin (OM) : Secretary 

David McCandless (DM) : St. Ives Community Speedwatch 
Mike Newman  (MN) : HDC & Pidley PC 
Colin Saunderson (CS) : St. Ives TC & Fenstanton PC 
Roy Fountain  (RF) : Needingworth PC 
Kate Williams    (KW) : Hemingford PC 
Margaret Lumb         (ML) : Bluntisham PC 
Brian Burpitt  (BB) : Earith Speedwatch 
 

   
1 Apologies  
 
Margaret Shardlow, Terry Rogers, Bill Halford, Ken Attwood, Julie Seamark 
 
2 Election of Chair and Vice-Chair 
 
OM took the role of chair. As there were more than 4 elected members present the meeting was quorate. 
No proposals for Chair or vice-chair had been received in advance of the meeting. 
JC proposed CS as Chair. This was seconded by ML. There no other nominations. The meeting voted 
unanimously to elect CS as Chair. 
CS proposed JC as Vice-Chair. This was seconded by MN. There were no other nominations. The 
meeting voted unanimously to elect JC as Chair. CS took over the chairmanship of the meeting. 
 
Firstly,  he thanked JC for the enormous amount of service that she had contributed as chair of the RSC. 
She had been a member of the committee for over 35 years. It was not just a question of attending 



meetings but also the knowledge and effort that was required behind the scenes to get things done.  It was 
an outstanding record of service.  
 
He also believed that there was some light at the end of the tunnel for parish councils if the new 
infrastructure levy brought more funding as he hoped it would. 
 
Terry Rogers has stood down from his finance role at CCC for health reasons although he was still a 
member of the RSC.  It was agreed that the committee should send him a letter wishing him well.  
 
3 Minutes - To approve Minutes of  19’th July 2011 
 
The minutes were approved without amendment and signed by the chair. 
 
4 Matters arising from Minutes 
 
Councillor Bull:  
JC noted that he had been appointed to the committee by HDC as well as Terry Rogers and herself,  but 
wondered if he had been invited to the meeting. OM confirmed that he had not. 
Action: The secretary was requested to get his contact details.  
 
Roundabout near Sailing Club:   
CS did take a look at this problem. The easiest place to cross is if you go to the right. But the best option 
is to wait until the new Marstons Pub the March Harrier  is up and running and ask them to fund a proper 
path. 
 
A1123 Speed Camera: 
OM said that he had contacted  Richard Preston  about this but had not received a response.  
Action: OM was asked to try again to find out if it would be repaired. 
 
Camera Van Plinth at Somersham:   
DM has asked Clinton Hale about this but had had no response. He will approach him in person at the 
next St. Ives Forum on October 5th. 
 
5 Correspondence 
 
Donation  from PC: 
OM  reported that he had received a cheque for £25 from Colne or Pidley but could not now locate the 
letter or cheque. MN said this had not come from Pidley. 
Action: OM to contact Colne.  
 
6 Neighbourhood Forum Reports 
 
St. Ives Forum   
 
The next St. Ives Forum meeting is on October 5th.  
A topic on the agenda is: ‘ Localism and How Communities Can Change Speed Limits on Local Roads’.  
This may be an opportunity for the RSC to present its case for becoming an advisory body to Parish 
Councils and other groups for speed limits and other safety issues under the new localism proposals. 
Action: CS to advocate this approach at the Forum meeting. 
 



There was a discussion about the misuse of blue badges which is becoming a problem.  
Action: OM to propose this as a Forum agenda item from the RSC. 
 
Ramsey Forum  
 
MN reported that Pidley still has serious speeding issues. No notification had been received from the 
Ramsey Forum and he will ask about this at the next PC meeting. 
 
CS said they had to keep banging away at this problem. HDC are hoping to get Community Infrastructure 
Levy running on April 1st   2012.   
 
The next Ramsey Forum meeting is October 18th 
 
7 Review of Active Items 
 
Item 5 Earith Junction and Crossing Danger – Map #6 
Issue Two ongoing problems with George Corner & pedestrian crossings where there are speed 

and visibility issues. Current efforts to slow traffic are focused on a new roundabout 
between Earith and Bluntisham as part of the Minnaars development. PB reported that the 
County Coucil had agreed to a roundabout on the A1123. Contractors will build the 
roundabout and the relief road. The problems at George corner will be eliminated. There is 
a proposal to make Colne Road one-way as well. 

Update Impact on George Corner if Latta’s Farm application approved
Comment BB said that it could be 100 more HGV movements per day through the junction. 

 
JS reported by email after the meeting that the hearing on the application which was due to be 
held on October 6th had now been deferred until November. She will keep us updated on 
developments. 
 

Item 9 St Audrey Lane, Speed Limit signs – Map #13 
Issue The RSG have asked for 30 mph repeater signs here because the limit is not obvious. 

County have reported that there is nothing they can do due to TRS&GD rules. OM reported 
that he had looked at TSRGD guidelines and it was quite clear that repeater 30MPH signs 
could not be used where there was street lighting present as the lights indicated that the 
limit was 30MPH by default.  

Update Repeater signs may have changed 
Comment JC said that if you come from Harrison Way it is definitely signed as  30mph. But if you 

join St. Audrey’s Lane at Needingworth Rd there is nothing to tell you it is 30 MPH. There 
are no signs and there should be one here. 
ML added that  if you come off Needingworth Road you should know it is 30mph 
DM asked if the camera sign could be changed for a camera sign plus 30mph sign. 

 
8 Review of Remaining Items  
 
Item 
23 

Guided Bus Route – North Road – Map #32 & #43 

Issue North Road is not suitable for buses in both directions. An earlier plan was for both North Road 
and Pig Lane be made One-Way. The bollards should be used for the purpose for which they 
were designed.It is far too narrow for 2 buses to pass safely in North Rd.  

 



It was generally felt that this was a bit of a disaster. There is no policy to widen the road and the bus 
drivers say there is no problem although they clearly have difficulty in passing each other. 
 
Item 25 Traffic from Fenstanton crossing Harrison Way  - Map #34 
Issue The traffic at this point is fast and the West-going crossing is blind, making it particularly 

difficult for cycles and pedestrians to cross during the morning rush-hour.  
Speed limit also needs to be reviewed as the guided bus crossing is unsighted when 
approaching from the Hemmingford/Low road  roundabout . 

 
OM enquired if the introduction of the Guided Bus had caused problems here. There seemed to be more 
congestion. 
KW said that one of their concerns about the guided bus was that traffic would tail-back to the A14 which 
is now happening. Planning permission has also been received for a new 80-bed care home besides the 
LEL development. Things will become even more congested in the future. 
 
Item 
31 

Hill Rise / Houghton Road  - Maps #17 & #31 

Issue The issue concerns the danger of accidents at Hill Rise. Existing footpath on Houghton Road to be 
widened to 3m and made into a joint cycle/footpath, and a footpath may be provided on the north side. 
Houghton concerned at plans. The existing cycle path is too narrow and mothers and toddlers can’t cross 
the road safely. 

 
JC said that the Hill Rise changes are very good and have alleviated most of these  problems but she is 
still concerned about the pedestrian crossing at Elm Drive. Lots of children use this. There is a waiting 
area but there are no rails. The problems arise when too many children use it at once.  
 
ML suggested that the school should possibly highlight this.  
CS said that the lights should stop the traffic in both directions so they shouldn’t have to stop in the 
middle of the road. 
Action: He agreed to look into this later in the week. 
 
ML reported that at the St.Ives  Forum they said they were thinking of introducing a 4-way traffic 
management system due to problems.   But CS didn’t see how this would work with pedestrian crossings. 
This particular crossing was put in place because there was a fatality at that point.  
 
DM said that there was a similar problem at Slepe Hall. Kids just jay-walk across the road. PCSOs should 
go and give them some advice. 
 
9 SpeedWatch Update 
 
Police Admin Support.  With the loss of both the Admin Support personnel at firstly Ramsey Police 
Station followed soon after by St Ives with no replacements yet found, the Police have been struggling to 
keep up with the ‘unfettered’ re-launch of Speedwatch in June.  However, the Camera Van Team (CVT), 
in particular Ted Malone (the Technical Administrator), has rallied to the cause and Clinton Hale, the 
CVT manager even authorised overtime for the CVT to keep up with us and to clear the backlog.  I am 
happy to report that a combination of High Profile Speedwatch sessions in Aug and some in Sep and a 
determined effort by the CVT, has resulted in the letters now going out within 2 weeks of the session and 
all the hand delivered letters (for 3rd time and serious speeders) within 3 days of their receipt at the NPT.  
Second time letters are also now being sent out. 
 



The Ultimate Speedwatch Deterrent.  With Insp Poppitt on leave and other business, the Coordinator 
has not yet had an opportunity to have a meeting with his Sector Cdr.  So, nothing to report on this topic 
except that the Team are pursuing the prosecution of a driver caught doing 53 MPH in a 30 limit inbound 
opposite the Shop in Hilton.  That prosecution should be nearing fruition and the Coordinator will report 
the results/progress at the next meeting. 
 
Police Enforcement Support.   As reported in the press, one combined session took place in Earith 
following an early morning session when 75 vehicles were clocked over the limit, with 17 over 40 MPH 
and 7 over 50 with 1 at 59 MPH inbound to the factory unit.   Unfortunately, because PC Currie has been 
detached (with no replacement) till end of October, the St Ives Police Laser Gun enforcement resources 
have been sorely depleted but the Sector Cdr will see if Ramsey can help out with a couple of combined 
sessions a month.  Some PCSOs have been trained to use the Laser Gun but can do nothing with it except 
monitor traffic speeds.  The coordinator has suggested that these PCSOs meet up with Speedwatch teams 
2-3 times a month so that speeding vehicles they detect can at least have an advisement letter sent to them 
and to reinforce the message to the public that Speedwatch is Police monitored.  The coordinator has this 
on the agenda when he next meets with the Sector Cdr. 
 
Police Feedback.  The camera van results are now being fed to the Coordinator by Insp Poppitt. 
 
Speedwatch & Traffic Surveys.  Surveys have been requested for Bury (at Tunkers Lane) (30 Zone) and 
Upwood, Huntingdon Road at the junction with Meadow Road (40 Zone). 
 
Speedwatch Volunteers.  Since the last meeting, one new unemployed volunteer has joined the team.  
He was pointed in our direction by the Volunteer Bureau that operates from the Free Church in St Ives.  
He has already completed his training and has carried out no less than 20 sessions with the team all over 
the sector (St Ives and Ramsey Districts).   In order to provide the Volunteer Bureau with more 
information about Speedwatch, Angie Bruce was invited to attend a session in St Audrey Lane with the 
Coordinator and her volunteer.  She eagerly accepted 
 
Back to School.  When the schools returned on 7 September, Speedwatch mounted 2 high profile 
sessions along the front of Westfield Junior School with signs doubled in number and placed far from and 
near to the detector; but 10 drivers were still speeding with a top speed of 42 MPH!  Cllr John Davies, a 
campaigner for this stretch to be made a 20 MPH zone when the school lights are flashing, joined the 
team to witness the speeding situation himself and the calming effect that Speedwatch had on the flow.  
Cllr Davis was ‘shown the ropes’ by the ‘father’ of St Ives Speedwatch Cllr Colin Saunderson.  
Speedwatch believes the RSG should actively support a 20 MPH zone across Westfield Junior School (in 
fact across every school). 
 
10 HCV Monitoring – Road Safety Aspects 
 
BB reported on the selection of 4 villages for pilot sites for HCV monitoring in collaboration with the 
county council.  The chosen sites were Earith, Sutton, Hilton and the Wilbrahams.  He explained the 
methodology behind the surveys. Each village would take measurements such as the width of the 
carriageway, width of pavements and the distances of dwellings from the road. But there were also safety 
aspects to be considered such as the numbers of pedestrians and cyclists and the existence of sensitive 
locations like schools. The measurements would then be plotted against a template which would show 
how severe the HCV problems were. There were also plans to do some environmental measurements for 
noise, vibration, air quality and particulates but these would be initially outside the county framework. 
 
CS said that they had done some Nitrogen Dioxide (NO2) monitoring in Fenstanton which had recorded 
very high figures. 



JC added that she used to chair the environmental services committee where they had access to all the 
figures. St. Neots was the worst area in Huntingdonshire.  
 
BB said that East Cambs have already monitored a lot of their villages. He asked the RSC members to be 
aware of this HCV policy and to think about what input the RSC might have into the process from a road 
safety perspective. 
 
11 Reports from Members 
 
ML, Bluntisham:    Mentioned the new Marsh Harrier building site on the A1123. There was an unlit sign 
saying ‘Ramp’ where the road surface has been taken off.  Drivers came on this quite suddenly and it was 
potentially dangerous. 
 
KW, Hemingford Abbotts:  The last PC discussed the inappropriate speeds on the A1123. But as the 
Speed Limit Policy has been suspended there seems to be no chance of implementing any changes.  
(The HCV Group considers that the cessation of the Speed Limit Survey is illegal and has prepared a 
letter to send to Richard Preston ). 
 
DM: A company has donated the speed limit stickers to the group at a cost of £250.  
 
JC, St.Ives TC:  At the last meeting she had spoken about the poor condition of cats eyes on the roads. CS 
had taken a bucket to wash them which she thought was a dangerous thing to do considering that the RSC 
has no insurance.  CS replied that he was wearing a yellow reflective vest. He said that the rubber is 
perished on the cats eyes which is why they are failing.  
 
CS, HDC; He had written to Mark Kemp regarding the development in New Road and had got a 
response.  They had done a vehicle count using TRAC. CS had also done a count and the figures were 
totally different.  
Action: In the response to their letter he would mention a number of things they have failed on such as 
lack of barriers, and he will also mention the defective cats eyes.  
 
CS said that cats eyes are very important for safety and he would like a letter to be sent to Highways to 
look at the cats eyes on the stretch of road affected  which should also mention the perished rubber.   
Action: OM to write the letter to Highways on this issue. 
 
12 AOB 
 
RSC Finances: 
JC reported that the RSC has over £382 in the bank account. OM has already been paid his honorarium 
for this year. 
 
RSC Area: 
DM asked what area the RSC covered. It was explained that it covered the old Rural District Council 
Area which was why some parishes came under both St. Ives Forum and others under Ramsey Forum. 
 
Action: OM to put a list of all the parishes in the minutes.  
 
13 Date of Next Meeting  
 
November 15th, 2011 



Parishes Affiliated to the Road Safety Committee 
 

Alconbury 

Bluntisham 

Broughton 

Bury 

Colne 

Earith 

Fenstanton 

Hemingford Abbots 

Hemingford Grey 

Hilton 

Holywell-cum-Needingworth 

Houghton & Wyton 

Oldhurst 

Pidley 

Somersham 

Upwood 

Wistow 

Warboys 

Woodhurst 

 

+ Representatives from Ramsey Town Council, St. Ives Town Council and Huntingdonshire 
District Council 
 


